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Stress or Buffer:

The Impact of Transnational Ties on
Depressive Mood and Suicidal
|deation among Female Marriage
Migrants in South Korea
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Depression and suicidal ideation
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Transnational ties with the home country
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Economic transnational ties and mental health among
immigrants

« Nt RS2 012 XS2 2=2F 2] economic transnational tieset &1 24
2101 CHBH AtBIE ANE 26

I MDE: major depression episodes I
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e Positive association: e 2

« Alcantara et al. (2015), Amoyaw and Abada (
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* sense of self—efficacy and caregiving

Amoyaw JA, Abada T. Does helping them benefit me? Examining the emotional cost and benefit of immigrants’ pecuniary remittance behaviour in Canada. Social

Science & Medicine. 2016;153:182-92.
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Social transnational ties and mental health among
immigrants
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Measures

o= A AL
« S

« Depressive mood: “Li= S8l 2
« Suicidal Ideation: “Lt= =1 A&

o1 ®ME OEX UL~ 5 AL

Measures

A
. sgps

OlA 1. outflow & 2. inflow H1£=E F£510 822 N2t 28
2 A DR G/ OtLIR

L
20 40 s 2= 22 IIES (0L, ZO0IHA, 4F, 012, 12
0 - i o = » M

2. Inflow: “2
S)0| 822 WRs Ol USLID” O/ OILIQ (“2=0] 41D A= IS AS'2 EEXZ)

3. Adolescents’ visit to 4. Both
~ mother's home country -
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Measures

SHgE ==
age

level of educational attainment (below middle school, high school graduate, 2-year college, 4-year
university, graduate school or higher)

marital status (married, divorced, separated, widowed, cohabitation)

local social support (have someone to discuss worries in Korea)

number of years spent in Korea, Korean language proficiency (speaking, writing, reading, listening)
number of household members

subjective household income (very poor, somewhat poor, average, somewhat wealthy, very wealthy)
nationality (Han and other Chinese, Korean Chinese, Vietnamese, Filipino, Japanese, Thai, Others)

area of living (Seoul, Gyeongin {Gyeonggi—do and Incheon), Chungcheong and Gangwon-do,
Gyeongsang-do, Jeolla-do, and Jeju—do)

husband’s characteristics, such as age and education.

Results

Table 2. Transnational Ties and Depressive Mood, Suicidal Ideation (N = 1,468, n=9,741)

Panel A: Depressive Mood Panel B: Suicidal Ideation

Model 1 Model 2 Model 1 Model 2 Mode 3
Time -0.004 -0.005 0.050% 0.042 0.045
(0.032) (0.032) (0.023) 0.023)  (0.024)
Trans National Ties (reference: none)
Parents' visit to Korea -0.059% -0.043*  0.002
(0.024) (0.018)  (0.030)
Child's visit to mother's home country -0.007 -0.029 -0.035
0.025) (0.018)  (0.031)
Both ties -0.023 -0.052%  -0.040
(0.028) (0.021)  (0.029)
Time * Trans National Ties
Parents' visit to Korea*Time -0.015%
(0.008)
Child's visit to mother's home country* Time 0.003
(0.008)
Both* Time -0.003
(0.009)
Local Social Support S0.115%0% 011500 <0.093%%% 0,094 -0,092%**
(0.029) (0.029) (0.021) 0.021)  (0.021)
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Results

Figure 1. Predicted Value of Depressive Mood and Suicidal Ideation by Transnational Ties
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Results

Figure 2. Predicted Value of Suicidal Ideation by Transnational Ties from 2011 to 2018
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Multicultural Korea Without Multicultural Friends?
Marriage Migrant Women’s Friendship Formation in Seoul, Korea

Abstract

Although research on marriage migrant women in Korea have much documented their
everyday challenges in adapting to family culture and practices, little is known about their
relationships outside of families. To fill the gap, this study examines how marriage migrant
women make friends, especially focusing on the concepts of intra-ethnic and inter-ethnic
friendship. Our findings suggest that marriage migrant women are likely to form close
relationship with people from the same origin country as a buffer against adaptation stress,
which indicates strong intra-ethnic friendship. About inter-ethnic friendship, women tend to
prefer friends who are from Korea to those from other East Asian countries, which indicates a
strong assimilating force that expects women’s learning of Korean language and ethnic
culture. Overall, this study contributes to the understanding of how ethnic nationalism even
influences women’s friendship formation and how marriage migrant women’s co-ethnic
friends assist their transition to Korea.

Keywords: Marriage migrants; Multiculturalism; Intra-ethnic friendship; Inter-ethnic
friendship; Assimilation; Ethnic nationalism

Introduction
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Since 1990s, the Korean government, the media, and the academia have made
multiculturalism a dominant discourse, suggesting that Korea has become a multicultural
society! (Kim A.E. 2010). The Korean central and local governments established an
assistance system for the growing number of migrant wives and mixed-race second-
generation citizens (Kim N.K. 2009). The “Multicultural Families Act” was passed in
September 2008 to help improve quality of life of these families as well as provide them
information and educational support. This policy marked a “turning point” in shifting the
government’s initiative for the social integration of foreign wives and attainment of a
multicultural society, which prompted media and academic attention.

Along with increasing numbers of international couples consisting of Korean men
with foreign wives, studies have examined how marriage migrant women adapt into Korean
society (Choi WS 2007; Seul JB, Kim SH, and Song EH 2013). Until now, studies have
focused on crucial conditions that lead to comfortable lives for marriage migrant women, and
they have found that spousal and in-law relationships matter greatly (Kim HS and Lee YS
2013). Marriage migrant women possess liminal status as an equal citizen, so their maternal
roles have been emphasized, portraying that their only value is in relation to being biological
reproducers of Korean citizens (Kim MJ 2013). Little is known about their relationships
outside of families, calling for further research on their friend network.

Research on immigrants’ friendship has revealed that immigrants are likely to make
either inter-ethnic or intra-ethnic friends. The concept of friendship homophily indicates
one’s inclination to favor intra-ethnic friends over inter-ethnic ones. Studies have suggested

that a series of pre-migration characteristics (e.g., age, education level, and migration motive)

1 Scholars paid particular attention to the Korean government, which aggressively adopted multicultural policies and controlled immigration

as a strategy to respond to labor shortage, declining marriage rates, and low fertility (Kim A.E. 2009, 2010, Kim N.K. 2009; Lim 2002). For
example, Andrew Eungi Kim assessed that the Korean government played a significant “catalyst” role in legal and political changes.
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and post-migration characteristics (e.g., language proficiency) shape immigrants’ inter-ethnic
friendship formation (Titzmann 2007, 2009, 2014). Friendship formation may be contingent
upon the characteristics of both sides of friends. Apart from considering the pre- or post-
migration features of individual migrants, friendship can also be formed when mutual parties
meet certain conditions, where two or more immigrants simultaneously share identical
behavioral norms, language, and cultural background (Li JX and Tong Y 2020; Titzmann PF,
Silbereisen RK, and Schmitt-Rodermund E 2007).

In this study, we explore whom marriage migrant women become friends with and
what their friendship preference means in the unique context of Korean multiculturalism. We
concentrate on how marriage migrant women, mostly coming from Southeast Asia, form
friendships with women from the same origin countries, other Asian countries, and Korea.
The analytical focus of the study lies on whether marriage migrant women prefer intra-ethnic
friendship to inter-ethnic friendship or appreciate both types of friendships. Determining this
offers a meaningful opportunity to understand the patterns of integration into Korean society.
Looking into immigrants’ friendship formation, this study advances the understanding of how
immigrants resiliently adapt into the host society by drawing on the concepts of intra-ethnic

or inter-ethnic friendship.

Literature Review

Immigrants’ Inter-ethnic and Intra-ethnic Friendship Formation

The Korean multicultural model, despite its rhetorical emphasis on cultural diversity,

overtly and covertly requests Korean conformity, expecting marriage migrant women to learn

Korean language and culture, including culinary traditions, ethnic rituals, and events

_61__



(Bélanger 2007; Lee, Kim, and Lee 2015). One of the paramount problems Korean wives
experience is discrimination, both gender and racial (Lee 2003). Besides family members,
including the husbands and in-laws, community supports from Korean and other friends are
equally important in lowering marriage migrants’ stress during adaptation in Korea (Lee and
Noh 2017). The ways in which marriage migrant women form support groups, involve in
local community activities, and build up trust offer opportunities to see how they culturally
adapt to Korean society and construct their Koreanized or hyphenated identities (see Lee and
Noh 2017).

A litmus to understand how marriage migrant women adapt and integrate into Korea
is to observe their friendship networks, especially whom they mingle with and how they do
so in Korea. A lively body of literature looking into immigrants’ friendship has made two
theoretical accounts, which include inter-ethnic versus intra-ethnic friendship formation.
One’s preference for intra-ethnic friendship is conceptualized as ethnic friendship homophily,
whereas inter-ethnic friendship is defined as friendship between individuals with different
ethnic backgrounds. According to Titzmann (2007, 2009, 2014), the concept of friendship
homophily indicates one’s inclination to favor intra-ethnic friends over inter-ethnic ones.
Studies have suggested that a series of pre-migration characteristics shape inter-ethnic
friendship formation. For example, pre-migration characteristics, such as age, education
level, and migration motive, significantly determine inter-ethnic friendship. Furthermore, the
friendship preference of immigrants, availability of possible friends, and ethnic community
greatly influence choices (Martinovic, Tubergen, and Mass 2011).

Post-migration characteristics that immigrants obtain during their settlement also
affect their inter-ethnic or intra-ethnic friendship formation. Immigrants who fluently speak
the language of the receiving country shape their inter-ethnic friendship formation. In his

longitudinal study on friendship homophily among ethnic German immigrant adolescents,
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Titzmann (2009) found that whether they use the new language of the receiving country
greatly matters in predicting friendship homophily. To what extent the use of language is
emphasized and encouraged in the receiving country matters greatly. Immigrants in Germany
show lower friendship homophily because German language is necessary in German society
and using the new language of the receiving country is likely to lead to a higher tendency of
inter-ethnic friendship (Titzmann 2007, 2014). The results of these studies imply how much
the assimilating forces of emphasizing the language of the receiving country may also shape
immigrants’ willingness to learn new language. Consequently, such a willingness influences
the pattern of friendship formation, including whether they make new friends within their
own ethnic groups (intra-ethnic friendships) or between various ethnic groups (inter-ethnic
friendships).

Other factors make up essential conditions such as whether immigrants work and live
in an ethnically mixed environment and participate in various ethnically mixed associations
(Martinovic, Tubergen, and Mass 2011). For example, ethnic diversity in schools plays a
crucial role in adolescents’ inter-ethnic friendship formation. A study focusing on immigrant
adolescents in ethnically diverse schools has suggested that the immigrant adolescents, who
are used to be the minority in the receiving country, do not feel threatened by ethnic diversity
and they become friends with other ethnic backgrounds as they do not perceive other ethnic
friends as threats as much as the natives (Smith, Tubergen, Mass, and McFarland 2016).
Furthermore, immigrants’ employment status, language proficiency, acculturation attitude,
and the ethnic composition of neighborhood, which all intersect with the socioeconomic and
cultural contexts of the receiving countries, matter in shaping immigrants’ inter-ethnic
friendship formation (Martinovic, Tubergen, and Mass 2011).

Friendship formation may also be contingent upon the characteristics of both sides of

friends. The aforementioned conditions implicitly assume and consider individual
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immigrants’ pre-migration or post-migration features. However, conditions where friendships
are determined may be more complex, requesting the consideration of characteristics of both
sides. A comparative study on Russian Jewish immigrants in Israel and ethnic German
immigrants in Germany has shown that immigrants’ similarities, whether they have similar
ethnicity or cultural, social, and economic background, play as a crucial foundation for their
friendship selection (Titzmann 2007, 2014). That is, sharing identical behavioral norms,
language, and cultural background heavily influences friendship formation, even before
considering whether immigrants prefer intra-ethnic to inter-ethnic friendships. In this study,
we explore whom marriage migrant women become friends with and what their friendship
preference means in the unique context of Korean multiculturalism. Looking into immigrants’
friendship formation, that is, whether they prefer intra-ethnic or inter-ethnic friendship, will

foster the understanding of how immigrants resiliently adapt into the host society.

Korean Contexts

The Korean government is an integral player in pro-multicultural discourses, and
corporate elites, academics, and media elites support the rhetoric. Multicultural policies are
intended to celebrate and encourage cultural diversity and difference (Fleras and Elliot 1992;
Kim A.E. 2010; Kim N.K. 2009; Kymlicka 1995), but there have been remaining “tensions
between government elites between political conservative and progressives, surrounding pro-

multicultural discourses®> (Watson 2012).” Even if the government seeks a liberal democracy-

2 The conservative elites, including corporate elites and conservative politicians, employ multicultural language for the sake of national
economy and security to advance their economic interests by deploying Korean culture for employee commitment and economic
development based on “nationalistic pride” (Watson 2010: 342). By contrast, progressive elites, including liberal activists and actors in civil
society, use liberal cosmopolitan languages to support liberal values by valorizing pluralism and meeting the demands of grassroots NGOs
and civil society to claim protections for citizenship and employment rights (Watson 2012).
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oriented multicultural model that valorizes cultural pluralism and equality, they also continue
to support cultural purity and superiority of the Korean language (Koo 2007; Watson 2012).

At the center of the multicultural discourses, cultural and racial homogeneity are
discussed, especially ethnic nationalism rooted in Korean society (Kim A.E. 2010; Kim N.K.
2009; Lim 2009; Shin 2006). In his book Ethnic Nationalism, Gi-Wook Shin (2006) claimed
that national identity, based on the shared feelings of one pure blood and unique continuous
culture, offers one of the most powerful group identities to Koreans, overriding other
categorical identities. Although the identity strengthens internal solidarity and submits
individuals to national goals (Shin 2006: 227), it also produces the sense of Korea-centered
supremacy or ethnocentrism, resulting in Koreans’ “shunning of and discrimination against
foreigners” (Kim A.E. 2010: 124). Owing to multiculturalism’s remaining power of ethnic
nationalism, many Koreans view it as a threat, so accepting that all cultures are equally
valuable becomes challenging for Koreans.

The inner contradiction of Korean multicultural model garners much criticism from
critical scholars who argued that multicultural policies and programs seek to assimilate
minorities, including migrant workers and marriage migrants into “a privileged and
homogeneous Korean culture” for the purpose of the national power (Watson 2010: 338).
Therefore, the internal tensions of the government pro-multicultural policies and ethnically
homogeneous culture generate confusion from the public and scholars. A clear discrepancy is
noted between multicultural discourses and actual practices as the Korean government
promotes multicultural framing but in fact implicitly reinforces Korean conformity and the
public valorizes Korean-centered cultural traditions. This leads to an emphasis on learning
Korean culture, tradition, and language that is especially imposed on marriage migrant
women. In short, the actual practice of multicultural policies and discourses does not

encourage the multicultural model but rather enforces the assimilation model (Kim A.E.
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2010), consequently influencing marriage migrants’ willingness to form friendships within

and between ethnic groups.

Data and Methods

This study draws from in-depth interviews with 20 marriage migrant wives living in
the Songpa-gu, a district of Seoul, South Korea. In-depth interviews were conducted for
marriage migrants who arrived in Seoul for marriage with their Korean husbands. The
countries of origins of marriage migrant women include the Philippines, Vietnam, China, and
other countries, and all of them have lived in Songpa-gu. Interviews were conducted in
Korean or English, depending on the interviewee’s preference. The first author recruited the
women through contacts in a multicultural family affirming church located in the Songpa-gu.
After interviewing several women, she was able to reach out to more women through formal
and informal networks.

Interviews were conducted in various places such as cafés, churches, and homes, and
interviews took 1 to 1.5 hours on average. For the systématic interviews, an interview guide
was used for all participants. The interview guide was composed of the following parts: 1)
migration trajectories (e.g., the decision to migrate, the use of brokering agencies, and family
and friends’ attitudes toward migration), 2) overall life satisfaction with husbands and
families (e.g., the ways of expressing gratitude and time spent together, husbands’
participation in household labor and childcare, and living experiences with in-laws), 3)
challenges and struggles in the adaptation (e.g., communication problems and fights with
husbands and husbands’ families and ways of resolving couple fights and communication
problems), 4) support networks of families, friends, and organizations in South Korea (e.g.,

regular meetings with marriage migrants, the use of social network services for meetings, and

_66__



get-together with friends), and 5) future migratory plans (e.g., the aspiration for return
migration aﬁd the timing and plans for return migration). The first author informed the
women of the anonymity and confidentiality of all information they provided during the
interviews. After interviews, we provided a gift card ($10) as a token of gratitude. We used
pseudonyms to ensure the anonymity and confidentiality of the interviewees.

The position adopted by a researcher, in relation to the social political context of the
study and members of the community, organization, or the participant group, affects the data
collection and analysis. The first author attempted to have an empathetic ear for their stories,
highlighting that the research can have a broader implication on the smooth multicultural
transition in Korea. Although the first author was an outsider of their ethnic friend networks,
the fact that marriage migrant women and the researcher are living in South Korea has made
marriage migrant women trust the researcher and relatively easily get referrals from these
women.

We analyzed the data using grounded theory, which aims to generate a set of
concepts and linkage of concepts, as “the discovery of theory from data systematically
obtained from social research” (Glaser and Strauss 1967: 2). For the analysis, we first read
the interview transcripts and conducted open coding to understand repeatedly emerging
themes. After open coding, we conducted axis coding to identify the underlying social forces
and find the similarities and differences among marriage migrant women. After discovering
the theme of comparison among them, we tried to analyze how marriage migrant women’s
friendship formation is related to inter-ethnic or intra-ethnic friendship.

Women living in Seoul belong to various class backgrounds, and the sending
countries were also diverse, including nine women from the Philippines, seven women from
Vietnam, one woman from Indonesia, one woman from Mongolia, one woman from China,

and one woman from Japan. Women mostly come from working-class family backgrounds
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and are high school graduates. Their descriptions of their parents and siblings demonstrate
that most of the women are working class back home and feel obliged to send remittances.
However, interviewees told that their husbands do not support their wives’ families
financially. The remittance sent to them comes from the women’s part-time or full-time work.
The age range of wives is between 25 and 47, and the average age of wives is 34. The range
of period of residence is between 4 and 19 years, and the average period of residence of

marriage migrants is 8 years. The average number of children is 1.8 person.

Stories of Inter-ethnic Friendship Formation

“1 Meet with Koreans More Often”

Becoming Friends with Koreans in Daily Interactions

Women'’s narratives displayed that they tended to claim more Korean female friends
rather than other ethnic immigrant women from Southeast Asia. Marriage migrant women
uniformly mentioned that their Korean friends who they met at daycare centers, elementary
schools, and workplaces attempt to show helpful and supportive attitudes toward them, and
they turn to be a helper for marriage migrant women dealing with various life challenges.
Mikyung, a Vietnamese woman, said that she works in a multicultural center and that is why
she has many other Asian friends. However, other than her, she thought that it would be

difficult to imagine any marriage migrants who have foreign friends.

THE AUTHOR: I see. Then other than Vietnamese, do you get along with people
from other countries such as China and the Philippines?

Mikyung: No.
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THE AUTHOR: No? Why not?
Mikyung: Not many other Asian friends. Because we work together here [in the
multicultural center], there are five of us. There are a Filipino, a Vietnamese, a

Mongolian, and a Korean who work together.

Like Mikyung who has a paid-part time job involved in a multicultural center, some
marriage migrant women have many friends from other countries. However, other than such
active volunteer workers, cases wherein marriage migrant women have friends from other
Asian countries are not many. Except those cases who use their ethnic backgrounds in their
paid job, many of women live as mothers of children and part-time labor workers. For most
of marriage migrant women, their status as a mother of half-Korean blooded children are
their foremost important identity, thus making them keep involved in social activities and

meetings among Korean mothers. A woman from Indonesia, Ahyun, said that she meets with

other Korean mothers for social interactions.

THE AUTHOR: Are there any other friends besides the meeting here in the

multicultural center?

Ahyun: No, sometimes I call my daughter’s friend’s mom and sometimes my kids

play with them.

THE AUTHOR: Rather than other Chinese, Vietnamese, or Filipinos, do you meet

more with Koreans?

Ahyun: I meet with Koreans more often....

Ahyun was not the only who said that her social contacts include more Koreans than

other people from Southeast Asia. Other women also mentioned that they can count only a
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few or sparse friends with other Asians but can talk more about their Korean friendships.
From Vietnam, Hyunjoo, who speaks good Korean, is a marriage migrant who boasts about
her Korean friends. Hyunjoo proudly talked about her numerous Korean friends who always
help her in daily life and assist her adaptation troubles in Seoul. Currently working at a
massage/skincare shop, she enjoys hanging out with her Korean colleagues for lunch. To the
question about how many Koreans she knows, Hyunjoo said “there are too many people I
know. In my workplace, we work together, make small talks, and we are really close.”
Hyunjoo proudly said that she knows more shop owners in the traditional market near her
neighborhood, so when she goes out for shopping with her mother-in-law in the market, more
Korean shop owners rather say hello to Hyunjoo than her mother-in-law, which she thinks is
a proof of her successful adaptation and cheerful sociability. To a question about her Korean
language proficiency, Hyunjoo said that “I’'m a little better than others. But in my family, it’s
still not good enough....” Although she speaks a good level of Korean, she still believes that
her Korean should be much more improved to be recognized as a legitimate member of her
family and Korean society. Some people said to Hyunjoo that “your Korean has improved a
lot,” but she personally believes that such remarks do not sound nice as she feels a little bad
and that she still needs to work harder.

Along with a strong force of assimilation to learn and master Korean language, their
role as mothers drives marriage migrant women to mingle with other Koreans. As mothers of
Korean-born children, many marriage migrants were perceived as mothers who need help
from other Korean mothers. Marriage migrant women felt that they were more welcomed
when they visit daycare centers. To the question about when they feel welcomed during their
stay in Seoul, a mother of two children who came from the Philippines said that it is the

daycare center when they show up as a mother of their children.
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THE AUTHOR: How do other people — Koreans — perceive you? Do you think you
feel welcomed here while living in Seoul ?

Angelica: Sometimes. I feel welcomed, for example, in daycare centers. When we
have parents’ education, I feel welcomed. I feel good when they talk to me and they

approach me first.

To our surprise, mothers like Angelica told that Korean mothers tried to approach
marriage migrant women first. Angelica even uttered that “80% of the parents in the daycare
centers.” Despite their willingness to connect with foreign mothers, she said that
understanding marriage migrant women is difficult for Korean mothers, and most of the
conversations include education about children. Korean mothers often ask if mothers like
Angelica send their children to private after-school programs and how their babies are
growing up in Seoul. Although their conversations are somewhat limited to women’s status
as mothers, Angelica confidently told that she feels included in the Korean community,
saying “I am one of them.” Marriage migrant women’s status as mothers are only recognized
when assessing the deservingness of migrant women. Such maternal citizenship obscures
other aspects of marriage migrant women. Of course, whether these women really view
Korean people who they meet at work, schools, and other places as friend or support network
varies. For example, Woohyun does not think that talking often to these Koreans makes her

feel that she is really friends with them.

Woohyun: Yes, I don’t have any Korean friends. I was talking at work during
mealtime or the teachers at the center are Korean. Talk a little bit, but not a lot. I
talked to my Korean friends a lot last year at the daycare center we go together, but

now I’ve sent my son to another kindergarten, so I haven’t seen her much lately.
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THE AUTHOR: As kindergarten changed... Does Minseok go to kindergarten from
this year?
Woohyun: Yes. We used to go to daycare centers together and always talked a lot

about the time to pick them up. I met many church people here in the park.

Some people consider Korean people that they hang out, talk, and eat together in their
daily lives as close friends, whereas other people like Woohyun think that they are not her
friends and lose connections once they move to another neighborhoods or change their
workplace or affiliations. Regardless of whether marriage migrant women truly perceive
Korean people as their friends or not, they are likely to have more opportunities to mingle
with Korean people and deepen their friendships with Koreans rather than other Asian

women.

“We’re not Real Friends but We Just Say Hello”

Sparse Connection to Migrant Women from Asia

Marriage migrant women’s narratives suggested that they did not have strong ties
and emotional attachment to other marriage migrant women coming from Southeast Asian
countries, especially compared with Korean friends. Of course, this finding does not mean
that there is no connection for marriage migrant women to other migrant women. Some of the
interviewees stated that they have a few close friends from other countries differing from
their home countries. As these women start their Korean life by visiting the multicultural
center, many women become to know and make some friends from the center. A few women
claimed that they know a few marriage migrant women, but they cannot recognize them as

friends but rather “acquaintances.” Hyunjoo who originally came from Vietnam mentioned
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that she knows “someone” from China. Admittedly, Beth who has quite settled in Korea from
the Philippines, said that her close friend from Vietnam moved to another neighborhood, and
she does not have any friends from Vietnam or other countries. Similar to other women, Beth
told that she just exchange greetings with several people when they meet each other on the
street, multicultural center, market, or coffeeshop in Songpa-gu.

Jimin, from Philippines, mentioned that she has close friends from China, Vietnam,
Indonesia, and Cambodia because she served as a teacher and volunteer worker at the
multicultural center in Songpa-gu for a long time. She could make friends from other
countries because she was quite active in the center especially in the beginning period of
adaptation. However, she no longer maintains contacts with those people. Similar to Jimin,
Woohyun, who came from Vietnam, answered that she knows other people who she met at
the center, but she just says hello to them when they bump into each other. Woohyun, who
shows a great passion on mastering Korean language, clearly said that “I love speaking in
Korean, but I think that my Korean is not good enough to deliver what I think right away.”

One reason making new friends from other countries is challenging is the strong
force imposed on marriage migrant women to master Korean language. They are expected to
speak fluent Korean as a litmus of belonging to Korean family and societal system, so many
of our interviewees stated that their Korean is always not enough and perfect and that they
should work harder for mastering it. In other words, women speaking fluent Korean can only
feel comfortable in making time and efforts to meet new people and make friends from other
countries. Additionally, Korean is not a universal language, and most of marriage migrant
women do not speak in English, which is the first global language. Technically, being
connected to other foreigners is impossible for marriage migrant women unless both parties

are fluent enough to speak and connect to each other in Korean. For example, Hyunjoo, a
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Vietnamese woman who speaks fluent Korean, said that she has a super close friend from

China.

THE AUTHOR: How do you talk? Usually? In Korean?

Hyunjoo: Yes. In Korean. We’re so close. Everyone says we’re sisters because we’re
shopping together. I like the same thing.

THE AUTHOR: Except for this Chinese friend, do you have other close friends?
Hyunjoo: I have people that I know from other countries, but I just say hello when I
meet them on the street. I learned how to get along, how to do it together at a
multicultural center a long time ago. When I walk around in my neighborhood, I just

say hello.

Hyunjoo makes up a representative sample of the marriage migrant women we
interviewed, given that many other women showed a similar relationship with other marriage
migrant women. Unless both of women can speak excellent Korean, marriage migrant
women cannot develop strong and deeper emotional ties, making them barely form new
friendships. This is strongly related to the fact that Korean language is encouraged to be
spoken in daily interactions and learning Korean demands a specific effort. One of the
foremost agenda and goal that marriage migrant women aspire to achieve is to master Korean
language, and such an aspiration is a marker of Women’s successful integration into in-law
families, local communities, and broader society. This covert and overt requirement of
learning the Korean language makes marriage migrant women (in)voluntarily maintain
distance themselves from other Asian women.

Another reason that they cannot make friends from other East Asian countries is the

time pressure that a number of women experience in daily lives. Owing to their busy life of
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managing family chores, childcare work, and part-time jobs, many women uttered that they
experience time poverty on forming new friendships. Approaching another group of Asian
women who do not share cultural and language similarity is somewhat a tiring endeavor for
such busy women. Hyunjoo from Vietnam continuously said that “everybody is busy, and
other women have to go to work, and they have to take care of their own family and husband
during the weekend.” Answers like Hyunjoo \;vere common. Other women usually have a
part-time job because they need to make money for sending remittances back home or
complement their husbands’ limited salaries. More than half of women work as a part-time
worker in multicultural center, elementary school, bakery, coffeeshop, massage shop and
beauty salon, factories, and even part-time work at home. These working mothers commonly
shared that they barely make time for meeting other friends. Their busy daily schedule only
allows them to have time for intermingling with Koreans, including their husbands, children,
in-laws, and co-ethnic friends. In short, to our questions whether they have other friends
originating from nearby Asian countries, marriage migrants could barely claim any friends.
Although they are aware of some marriage migrants from other countries who live in Songpa-

gu, they were likely to conceive them as not real friends, but just acquaintances.
Stories of Intra-Ethnic Friendship Formation

“] Usually Cook Home Food Together at Home”

Strong Friendship Formation with Co-ethnic Migrant Women

Most women claimed that they have a number of ethnic friends, claiming that they
have more or less 10 friends. A Filipino, Jimin, said that she has approximately 10 Filipino

friends. Jimin’s five friends live in her neighborhood, and she said that “Sometimes, we go to
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the department store and... like Lotte... together.” Like Jimin, many of the marriage migrants
mentioned that they hang out in the café, parks, shopping malls, and even department stores.
A woman from Indonesia also said that she usually goes out with her children to meet friends
at a local coffeeshop or park. Some Vietnamese women uttered that they have countless
friends from Vietnam as they were core members of multicultural center or co-ethnic groups.
Like Jimin, Hyunjoo who is an outgoing Vietnamese woman, said that she has countless
friends in her neighborhood, but they are mostly originating from Vietnam. She also has
nearly 10 friends in Songpa-gu, and she spend much time with her fellow Vietnamese
marriage migrants. She views them as “sisters” who she met in Seoul.

Although not so active to form friendship like Hyunjoo, Mikyung, a shy woman from
Vietnam, also mentioned that she has around five close Vietnamese friends. She meets her
two closest friends on a daily basis because of the close residential place and emotional and
practical supports. Similarly, according to Woohyun who lives in Songpa-gu and works as a
Vietnamese language teacher, she has three really close friends whom she meets three times
per week. Woohyun also talks much about her day-to-day life stories including family fights
and concerns over the phone and shares her everyday lives with her friends. Mikyung meets
her Vietnamese friends at the playground after dinner. Clearly, marriage migrant women
construct a strong relationship with people from their home countries, but social activities
based on their ethnic background really serve as a glue to bind them. Many social events and
activities that connect these women together are mostly ethnocentric ones, such as cooking
ethnic food, eating out at ethnic restaurants, and visiting ethnic enclaves in Seoul. The most
beneficial aspects of having co-ethnic friends is to share their culture, food, and ethnic events.
As all of them are married, they usually invite their friends at home and cook home food

together.
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THE AUTHOR: What do you usually do together with your friends?

Ahyun: I usually cook home food together at home. I just cook Indonesian food at
home, and I go outside with the kids...

THE AUTHOR: Where do you go with the kids?

Ahyun: I go to café or parks.

THE AUTHOR: What do you do then with your friends?

Ahyun: I’'m not good at cooking Indonesian food, but because my friend is good at

cooking, we can make and eat together.

Ahyun said that when she desperately wants to eat traditional home food, she visits
Indonesian restaurants in Ansan where many ethnic-oriented restaurants are located. Like
Ahyun, Mikyung who loves eating Vietnamese food told that she visits a Vietnamese Pho
restaurant. Mikyung said, “If I want to eat, I go to a Vietnamese restaurant and eat noodles
with my friends. There are a lot of restaurants.” Mikyung and Ahyun uniformly mentioned
that finding Vietnamese and Thai/Indonesian restaurants in Seoul is easy these days. Other
women travel a little far to experience a foreign atmosphere. Several marriage migrant

women shared their stories of visiting hot spots in Seoul with their co-ethnic friends.

THE AUTHOR: Where do you usually go?

Hyunjoo: Last time, we went to Itaewon.

THE AUTHOR: Itaewon?

Hyunjoo: Yeah. We ate Vietnamese food, and we took a picture together...

THE AUTHOR: Did you go there with Woohyun? Or did your family go together?
Hyunjoo: Vietnamese sisters and our babies... but it’s not that often. I live with my

parents-in-law, so it’s kind of hard to ask my friends to come home and cook
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together. So it’s a bit hard to do it together with friends at home, but we can eat it

together outside restaurants in Itaewon or Olympic Park. It’s more fun.

Hyunjoo’s stories were similar to other women’s experiences. Jinyoung, who came
from Mongolia, mentioned that she holds some ethnic events with her friends from Mongolia.
She said that “I sometimes meet at home to make and eat food from my hometown... with
my friends, I go to somebody’s place to cook, talk, and play.” Another Vietnamese woman
with a son mentioned that she usually talks with her friends from Vietnam when she goes out
for lunch once a week. To the question about where to go, she said that she usually “eat
Vietnamese noodles together or play in the park together.” One reason many marriage
migrant women stick to their co-ethnic friends is to relieve their adaptation stress and buffer
homesickness by eating ethnic food and speaking in their mother tongue.

One reason marriage migrant woman feel more comfortable in making friends from
their home country is they can comfortably use their mother tongue with their friends. Many
marriage migrants showed their preference for using the language of their motherland when
interacting with their friends. Jinyoung, a woman from Mongolia, said that she usually speaks
in Mongolia, and that is the most helpful and friendly way to communicate with their friends.
Jinyoung mentioned, “Since I keep speaking in Korean, I speak in my hometown language,
and it’s comfortable and I sometimes meet at home to make and eat food from my
hometown....” Like Jinyoung, many of marriage migrant women felt fatigue when they keep
talking in Korean, so speaking in their mother tongue is a relaxing way to take a little break
from the continuous communication in a foreign language. Another woman, Hyunjoo who is
deeply satisfied with her Seoul life, also agreed that the use of their mother tongue is one
reason migrants from the same country easily stick together. Hyunjoo’s close friend,

Woohyun, said that she speaks in Vietnamese because speaking in Vietnamese is much more
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convenient. Like Hyunjoo and Woohyun from Vietnam, many Filipino uttered that they use
Tagalog and English together because some of their friends do not understand regional
languages. Beth told that one of her friends taught her how to speak in Korean and she was
pleased to have a conversation with her friends in Tagalog and Korean.

Multicultural center is a key place where many marriage migrant women can meet new
faces and form friendships with them. Jimin is very active volunteer worker in a multicultural
center, offering cleaning, translating, and taking care of kids. Jimin deeply think that hanging
out with her Filipino friends and eating food with them really help her adapt and survive in
Seoul. Like Jimin, motherhood status that brings similar mothering experiences often
provides opportunities to create friendships. Jimin stated that she currently does not
participate in the Filipino mothers’ group meeting organized by the center because her
children are all grown up. Nevertheless, to her eyes, mothers who raise kids share so much
similar challenges and share experiences and lessons through the meeting. Self-help meetings
for ethnic groups are available, such as regular meetings for Vietnamese, Filipinos, Chinese,
and so on. Therefore, a similar mother status as an ethnic minority coming from the same
home country allows marriage migrant women to construct a tight friendship with co-ethnic
friends.

In addition, the use of social network services is prominent in the maintenance of
friendships with co-ethnic friends in Korea. Many marriage migrant women claimed that they
are utilizing social network services such as Facebook and Kakaotalk, which is a Korean
chatting application, for the continuous interactions with their co-ethnic friends in Seoul. A
migrant woman from Mongolia, Jinyoung, said that there is a private group of Mongolian
women who married their Korean husbands that has approximately 553 people. Members
undergo an approval process, that is, sharing a picture of their husband and family. Several

Vietnamese women also referred to Kakaotalk as a means to make a small talk, schedule get-
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togethers, and other meetings. A Filipino, Beth, told that she had nearly 20 friends from the
Philippines and their sustained interactions could not be possible without the online
platforms.

Beth said, “they are all Filipinos, and they have all lived here [Songpa-gu, Seoul], but
now everyone moved far away. So, I contacted them a lot through Facebook. Yeah, because
everyone is moving.” Beth normally enjoys taking part in the groups chats with friends from
her hometown in the Philippines. With male and female friends from her hometown, she talk
in her local language, Tagalog, sharing and circulating all the local news back in fhe
hometown. Another woman, Jimin, who has lived in Korea for roughly 20 years, does not
suffer from homesickness anymore. Thanks to the assistance of a video call, she no longer
feels left behind and converse with her friends back in the Philippines and Seoul unlike in the
past when she was not feeling connected with her co-ethnic friends. In short, a dominant
pattern of friendship formation appeared in a way to maintain relationships with people from
the same country. Various ethnic-oriented activities, including cooking home food, eating out
at ethnic restaurants, and visiting ethnic enclaves, and online platforms enable them to

preserve their friendship with co-ethnic people.
Discussion

Drawing on in-depth interviews with 20 marriage migrant women in Seoul, Korea,
this study examines how marriage migrant women, mostly originating from Southeast Asia,
make friends. We especially focused on the concepts of inter-ethnic friendship and intra-
ethnic friendship. First, the inter-ethnic friendship mostly appeared in women’s relationship
with Korean friends. Marriage migrant women uniformly mentioned that their Korean friends

who they met at daycare centers, elementary schools, and workplaces attempt to show helpful
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attitudes toward them and they turn to be a helper for marriage migrant women who deal with
various life challenges. Except those who use their ethnic backgrounds in their paid job,
many of women live as mothers of children and part-time labor workers, and their status as a
mother of half-Korean blooded children is their foremost important identity, keeping them
involved in social activities and meetings among Korean mothers

Along with a strong force of assimilation to master Korean language, their role as
mother drive marriage migrant women to mingle with other Koreans. As mothers of Korean
born children, many marriage migrants were perceived as mothers who need help from other
Korean mothers. Marriage migrant women felt that they were more welcomed when they
visit daycare centers. Marriage migrant women’s narratives suggested that they did not have
strong ties and emotional attachment to other marriage migrant women coming from
Southeast Asian countries, especially compared with Korean friends. Women reported a lack
of free time due to busy daily schedules of caring for children and families as well as working
for part-time jobs. Although they are aware of some marriage migrants from other countries
who live in Songpa-gu, Seoul, they were likely to conceive them as not real friends, but just
acquaintances.

Second, intra-ethnic friendship is evident in most of marriage migrant women’s
relationships with co-ethnic friends. Most women claimed that they have a number of ethnic
friends, claiming that they have more or less ten friends. One reason marriage migraﬁt
woman feel more comfortable in making friends with those from their home country is they
can comfortably use mother tongue with their friends. Many marriage migrants showed their
preference for using the language of their motherland when interacting with their friends,
especially as a coping mechanism for the stress stemming from mastering Korean language in
their everyday lives. Furthermore, their friendship with women from the same country

enables them to continue appreciate various ethnic-oriented activities, including cooking
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home food, eating out at ethnic restaurants, and visiting ethnic enclaves. Online platforms
also allow them to preserve their friendship with co-ethnic people.

Our findings suggest that co-ethnic friendship serves as a buffer against adaptation
stress. However, in terms of inter-ethnic friends, women tend to prefer friends who are from
Korea to those from other East Asian countries, which indicates an operation of assimilating
forces that expect women’s learning of Korean language and culture. Overall, the findings
contribute to the understanding of how ethnic nationalism mediates women’s friendship
formation and how marriage migrant women’s co-ethnic friends, who share the language and
culture of homeland, assist their smooth transition to Korea.

This article has a few limitations, which call for future research. First, this study does
not reveal the depth of inter-ethnic and intra-ethnic friendships. The depth of intra-ethnic
friendship may not be uniform across different ethnic groups. For instance, Filipino and
Vietnamese groups may have more strong ties compared with other ethnic groups as we have
observed more self-help groups among co-ethnic women. Therefore, focusing on one ethnic
group may be interesting to delve into their relationship in detail. Second, women’s various
identities as mothers and workers need to be more carefully considered. A number of women
reported their motherhood status as a motive to be connected with other Korean women. In
addition, their interactions with other Koreans at workplaces need to be more thoroughly
examined. Future research on marriage migrant women’s interactions with Korean people at
workplace and other social locations can shed light on how migrants in general are treated
and whether making Korean friends is possible for many migrants in Korea.
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The Immigrant Growth Machine
and the Political Opportunity Structures of Place

The presentation explores the rise of immigrant growth machines--or pro-growth coalitions
among immigrant entrepreneurs, political leaders, financiers, and auxiliary players--who have
transferred overseas capital and mobilized politically to shape land use and redevelopment
processes in globalizing cities. Based on fieldwork and interviews with Koreans in Koreatown
and Chinese in Monterey Park, Chung examines how immigrant leaders from different ethnic
economies have worked to promote their economic growth agenda within the local governments
and civic institutions of the LA metropolitan region amidst suburbanization, political barriers,
and economic recessions. The research complicates the common view that overseas capitalists
have merely delocalized land use/ redevelopment activities away from local/ regional politics to
foreign markets—thus rendering local community power irrelevant. Instead, the pace and
direction of immigrant growth politics depends on the political sophistication and institutional
embeddedness of ethnic brokers as they navigate local and regional political opportunity
structures. By addressing immigrant involvement in the politics of urban (re)development, the
study addresses important questions about the evolving character of urban growth politics in
globalizing American cities and to what extent these changes have inflated local real estate
markets, enhanced social and spatial inequality, and eroded local control.
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Abstract

Due to the pandemic, it was forced to take a breath for a while on the flow to a
multicultural society. After this period, a rapid flow into a multicultural society is
expected. This study began to reflect on whether the library was actively used to
enjoy culture and communicate for social integration of citizens with immigrants
living as members of the local community. With the gradual decline in the
population of cities in the region, centering on Daegu City, this paper explores the
current status, role, and immigrant service of local public library and small
library. Also this paper suggests implications and future tasks derived based on
realistic cases were collected through interviews and phone interviews with some
librarians and immigrants who uses the library often.

Keywords: immigrants, communities, social integration, multicultural society,
Multicultural library Manifesto, public library, small-library, hospitality
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